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SUBJECT: SOMALI DROUGHT RELIEF: MEDICAL SITUATION 

REF: LONDON 4278 

1. GSDR MINISTRY OF HEALTH TOLD UNDP AND UN AGENCIES HERE MARCH 26 
THAT IT HAD DECIDED NOT RPT NOT TO ACCEPT EXPATRIATE MEDICAL PERSONNEL 

AVAILABLE THROUGH UN OR VOLAGS. MINHEALTH DID SAY THAT IT WAS 
CONSIDERING REQUESTING BILATERAL HELP FROM ARAB STATES, MOST 
PROBABLY EGYPT, TO PROVIDE MEDICAL TEAMS FOR MOGADISCIO XOSPITALS 
IN ORDER TO FREE SOMALI DOCTORS AND STAFF FOR WORK IN REFUGEE CAMPS 
IN INTERIOR. 

2. WE INFORMDE BY UNDP REP MARCH 26 THAT GSDR CURRENTLY PREPARING 
LIST OF NEEDED PHARMACEUTICALS - A LIST OF WHICH UN AGENCIES HAVE TO 
BE, PRESSING FOR SOME TIME. THIS WILL BE AVAILABLE SHORTLY. 

UNTIL THAT IS AVAILABLE, WE UNCERTAIN AS TO NEEDS. 

3. WE WILL BE ABLE PROVIDE MORE COMPLETE REPLY WITHIN WEEK, FOLLOWING 
DEBRIEFING OF DROUGHT RELIEF DIRECTOR WHO IS CURRENTLY TOURING 
CAMPS. 
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